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Guideline : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
Who is this form for? 
If you are a business person who is considering 
migrating to Australia under one of the 
Commonwealth Department of Immigration & 
Citizenship (DIAC) Business Skills migration 
categories, we invite you to consider making South 
Australia your new home for business and living. 
 
South Australian sponsorship is available for all 
business migration categories including Business 
Owner, Senior Executive, Investor and Business 
Talent. 
 
The South Australian Government values the 
contribution that business people make to our 
economy through increased exports, investment, job 
creation, and the introduction of new and improved 
technology. 
 
Overview 
The State Sponsored Investor 165 visa is available to 
business people who are owners or part-owners of 
businesses or have direct involvement in eligible 
investment. This is a provisional visa which requires 
the holder to invest a designated amount into the 
South Australian Government Financing Authority 
bonds and also allows the holder to establish or 
conduct a business in South Australia. The visa is 
valid for a period of 4 years with the intention of the 
applicant to apply for permanent residency at a later 
stage.  This visa offers the opportunity for the 
applicant to apply for two different permanent 
residency subclasses. For more information on these 
permanent residency visas, see guidelines for State 
and Territory Sponsored Investor subclass 893 and 
State and Territory Sponsored Business Skills 
subclass 892. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immigration South Australia – 
Sponsorship criteria  
To obtain Sponsorship from the South Australian 
Government (Immigration SA), the Investor will need 
to demonstrate that they: 
 
·  Are under 55 (unless exceptional circumstances 

apply- please see exceptional circumstances 
definition below) 

·  Have an overall successful business career  
·  Have the intention of investing at least $750,000 

into the South Australian Government Financing 
Authority bonds 

·  Have personal and business assets to the net 
value of $1,125,000 for the 2 fiscal years 
immediately before the application is made 

·  Have the financial capacity to invest in South 
Australia and sufficient funds for settlement 
(please see chart below on what is considered 
sufficient funds for settlement) 

 
Exceptional circumstances definition - 
over 55 
If the potential migrant is over 55, they will need to 
demonstrate that by sponsoring them, they will be 
providing South Australia with exceptional economic 
benefit.  
 
What is considered exceptional economic benefit to 
South Australia? 
·  Significant increase in exports  
·  A significant amount of new capital investment 
·  The creation of new jobs  
·  Introduction of new and improved technology  
·  Establishment of a business in a non 

 metropolitan area of South Australia. 
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Helpful information for Business 
Migrants  
Obtaining sponsorship from the South Australian 
Government is the first step towards gaining a visa to 
South Australia. To be successful in an application to 
DIAC, it is recommended that booklet 7 is either 
downloaded or obtained directly from DIAC. 
Sponsorship from the State Government does not 
guarantee success in a migration application with 
DIAC. 
 
To test your eligibility please see link to booklet 7 
http://www.immi.gov.au/allforms/booklets/1132.pdf 
 
For further information from the DIAC website please 
see link 
http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/165/index.ht
m  
 
To obtain checklist‘s supplied by DIAC please refer to 
the relevant web link: 
 
Applicants living in the People's Republic of China 
(including Hong Kong and Macau) 
Apply to: Australian Consulate General in Hong Kong 
http://www.australia.org.hk/eng/visa/business_skills.h
tm  
 
Applicants living in Taiwan  
Apply to: Australian commerce and Industry office 
(ACIO) in Taipei. http://www.australia.org.tw/ 
 
Applicants living in the Republic of Korea 
Apply to: Perth Business Skills Processing Centre 
http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/_pdf/165-
visa-checklist-ROK.pdf 
 
Applicants living anywhere else 
Apply to: Perth Business Skills Processing Centre 
http://www.immi.gov.au/skilled/business/_pdf/165-
visa-checklist.pdf 
 
After arrival in South Australia 
It is a requirement that you contact��Immigration SA in 
writing or in person within two months after you have  
 
1) formally settled in South Australia at a temporary 

or permanent residence; 
and 

2) you have registered a business in South 
Australia. You are required to provide details of 
your current residential address and your 
business name and location if applicable. Please 
ensure that you clearly identify yourself by 
providing a copy of your current passport photo 
page with your updated contact details. 

 
It is also a requirement that you inform Immigration 
SA of any further changes to your residential and 
business details while you are the holder of a 
subclass 165 visa.  
 

Should you conduct a business different from what is 
proposed in your original business plan due to the 
change of business circumstance after your arrival 
and settlement, you are required to notify Immigration 
SA in writing. Please note it is not a requirement for 
visa holders to submit an updated business plan but 
formal notification of the change is required in writing. 
  
Relocating to another state in Australia  
Sponsorship from the South Australian Government 
is not transferable to other States or Territories in 
Australia.  
 
Business Support service 
The South Australian Government has also 
developed a free support service for Business 
Migrants, which includes exploratory visit support, 
export assistance, business orientation and an 
industry consultancy subsidy. For more information 
on these services, please contact:   
 
Program Support officer 
Ph: 08 8204 9250 
Fax: 08 8204 9244 
Email: immigration.sa@state.sa.gov.au  
 
Applying for State Sponsorship 
To apply for sponsorship from Immigration SA, 
please ensure that the following requirements are 
undertaken: 
·  Complete the sponsorship application 
·  Attach all supporting evidence and documents as 

listed in the application checklist 
·  Check all documents against the application 

checklist for completeness 
·  Attach the completed checklist to the front of your 

application 
 
Send the complete sponsorship application 
to Immigration SA - Business Migration via email, fax 
or mail: 
 
Business Migration 
Immigration SA 
Department of Trade and Economic Development 
GPO Box 1264 
Adelaide SA 5001 
Fax: + 61 8 8204 9244 
Email: immigration.sa@state.sa.gov.au 
  
When the Business Migration unit has received your 
complete application, it will be assessed against the 
sponsorship criteria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Processing time 
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The State Government sponsorship application is 
free of charge and takes approximately four weeks 
to process from the date of lodgment, provided that 
all the requested documents and information are 
fully and clearly submitted when the application is 
lodged. Please note that where the supporting 
documentation to an application is complete and 
clearly shows that the applicant meets all of the 
relevant requirements, application is less likely to be 
delayed in processing. This timeframe is subject to 
change dependant on the quantity of applications 
being processed. 
 
About the information that you provide 
All documentation submitted to Immigration SA is 
kept confidential. Personal information will not be 
released unless the applicant gives his/her consent. 
 
Using a Migration Agent 
When utilising the services of a Migration agent, it is 
in your best interest to ensure that the Agent is 
registered with the Migration Agents Registration 
Authority (MARA). To check if your agent is 
registered, please log on to 
http://ww.themara.com.au   
 
Registered migration agents are bound by the 
Migration Agents Code of Conduct and generally 
charge for their services. The MARA investigates 
complaints against registered migration agents and 
may take disciplinary action against them. If you have 
a concern about a registered migration agent, you 
should contact the MARA. You can also download a 
copy of the complaint form from the MARA's website. 
If you make a complaint against a migration agent, 
the complaint should be made to the MARA in 
writing. If you have difficulty with written English, you 
may prefer to attach a letter, in your own language. 
The MARA cannot accept a complaint made via the 
telephone. 
 
You can contact the MARA about complaints via: 
·  PO Box Q1551, QVB, NSW 1230, Australia,  
·  telephone (02) 4942 4065 (11:00-1:30 AEST 

NSW business days),  
·  fax (02) 9299 8448, or  
·  visit their website at http://www.themara.com.au 
 
English Tuition 
If you or any dependants aged 18 years and over are 
unable to demonstrate to DIAC that you have a 
functional level of English, you will be required to pay 
a second visa application charge. After arrival in 
South Australia, you can use this payment to access 
English lessons at one of the following English 
Language providers: 
 
 
 
 
 
English Language Services (ELS)  

Rundle Mall Campus 
5th Floor Renaissance Centre 
127 Rundle Mall 
ADELAIDE SA 5000 
Phone: 08 8226 6555 
http://els.sa.edu.au/index.php  
 
LM Training Specialists  
Level 168 Grenfell Street 
ADELAIDE SA 5000 
Phone: 08 8223 5989 
http://www.languagecentre.com.au/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Immigration SA © Government of South Australia 2004-06 165 (Revision Date 12/06) - Page 4 
 

 
 

 

 
APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 

 
Part 1: Main Applicant Personal Details 

(Main Applicant Personal Details are required in Part 1, contact details for migration agent are required in Part 2) 
 

1. Title: Mr    Mrs    Ms    Miss    Dr    Other 

2. Family (Last) Name:    

3. Given Name/s:    

4. Date of Birth: 
 
       /           /           
day / month /year 

5. Country of Birth:  

6. Citizenship:  

7. Passport Number:  

 
8. 

 
Residential Address:  

9. Phone:  

10. Fax:  

11. Email  

   Name                             Date of Birth    Relationship 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  

 

12. 

 

Details of Dependant family members included 
in this application (e.g. Spouse, Child):  

6.  
 
13. 

 
Do you have any family members, friends or colleagues currently living in Australia?                              
YES       NO   
If YES, attach a separate statement providing the following information for each person: 
 

a) Name 
b) Relationship 
c) Residential Address 
 

 
14. Do you currently hold a valid Australian visa? YES       NO   

15. If YES, what is the visa subclass number?  

16. Do you have a functional level of English? YES       NO   
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17. 

 
If NO, what plans have you got so you can do business in an English speaking environment? 

 
18. 

 
Have you ever been involved in any bankruptcy or 
liquidation proceedings? 
 

YES       NO   

 
19. 

 
If YES, describe how you are/were involved: 

 
20. 

 
Have you applied for business migration sponsorship 
from any other State or Territory? 
 

 
YES       NO   

 
21. 

 
Have you applied for business migration sponsorship 
from South Australia before? 

 
YES       NO   

 
22. 

 
How did you hear about migrating to South Australia? 
 

  Family, Friends 
  Migration Fair 
  Website 
  Advertisement 
  Migration Agent 
  Other _________________________________________________ 

 
 
23. 

 
Do you give permission for Immigration SA to release your contact details and proposed industry sector 
information to assist in the matching of business opportunities in South Australia?       
           
                                               YES       NO   
 
Please note: this information will be released only to other relevant officers within the Department of Trade 
and Economic Development. 
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 

Part 2: Migration Agent Information 
(If applicable) 

24. Company Name:  

25. Title of Agent: Mr    Mrs    Ms    Miss    Dr    Other 

 
26. Family (Last) Name:  

27. Given Name:  

28. 

 
Migration Agent Address: 

 

29. Phone:  

30. Fax:  

31. Email:  

32. MARA Registration (if applicable)  
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 

 
Evidence of your financial status is required.  See 
below for a guide:  
 
For cash assets 
- Copy of bank statements, which have the same 
date of issue 
 
For real estate assets 
- Evidence of ownership and value, which should be 
supported by the copy of ownership certificate and 
purchase receipt 
 
For business net assets  
Evidence of ownership and value supported by 
relevant documentations including: 
- copy of business registration certificate 

- copy of ownership arrangement 
- copy of balance sheet and profit and loss sheet 
over the past 2 years. 
  
Other supporting documentation 
Anything else that is available and helps support the 
claimed value of transferable assets and business 
net assets. 
 
Please note audited accounts are not required for 
State Government Sponsorship. 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 3: Statement of Assets and Liabilities 
 

Assets AUD $ Liabilities AUD $ 

Value of Family Home  Home Mortgage  

Value of Investment Property  Investment Loan  

Value of Business  Business Loan  

Value of Motor Vehicle/(s)  Personal Loan  

Shares  Other  

Cash in Bank    

Other    

Total Assets $ Total Liabilities $ 
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 
 

Part 4: Business Skills Experience and Proposed Business Activity 
 

 
33. 

 
Have you assessed your background against the visa criteria for which you are seeking sponsorship and 
believe that you will meet the requirements for this visa? 
 
                                              YES        NO   

 
34. 

 
Describe your business skills and experience: 
(attach a separate statement outlining your business skills and experience using  the following headings) 

 
a) Business Name of your company (companies) 
 
b) Business contact details (including business address, phone, fax) of your company (companies) 

 
c) Industry and description of your company (companies) 

 
d) Percentage of the company (companies) that you own 

 
e) Annual turnover of the company (companies) for the previous 12 months 

 
f) Management position(s) and responsibilities 

 
g) Number of staff employed in the company (companies) 

 
h) Date(s) of employment 

 
 
35. 

 
How much capital will you: 
 

a) transfer to SA in total? 
 
           (AUD)$ 
 

b) invest in conducting a business or businesses? 
 
            (AUD)$ 
 

c) have available for Settlement? (i.e.: house, car etc) 
 
           (AUD) $  
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36. 
 
Do you intend to be the main applicant when applying for Permanent Residency at the second 
stage? 
                                      YES       NO   
 
If NO, please provide details of who will be the main applicant when applying for Permanent Residency at 
the second stage: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
37. 

 
If you are 55 years or over, how will your proposed business activity be of exceptional economic benefit to 
South Australia? 

Proposed Business Activity (if applicable) 
 

 
38. Name of intended 

business (if known):  

 
39. Proposed Industry of the 

business:  

 
40. Proposed business 

location (if known):  

 
41. 

 
Please provide a description of the intended business activity: 
 

 
42. 

 
Employment Opportunities: 
 

a) How many new employment opportunities will this business create?______ 
 
b) Are these full time positions?        YES       NO   

 
c) How many positions will be maintained if you take over an existing business? ______ 
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 
 

Part 5 : Applicant Declaration 
 

 

I (Full Name)                

of (Address)                   
do solemnly and sincerely declare: 
 

·  That my sponsorship if approved, has been decided based on the information provided being true 
and correct and that I have not provided any misleading or false information. I understand that, if I 
give false or misleading information, my application for Sponsorship from the Government of 
South Australia will be refused or withdrawn. 

 
·  That Sponsorship from the South Australian Government is not transferable to other States or 

Territories in Australia.  
 

·  That I understand it is a requirement to contact Immigration SA in writing or in person within two 
months after I have 1) formally settled in South Australia at a temporary or permanent residence; 
and 2) have registered a business in South Australia (if applicable). I will provide details of my 
residential address, business name and location in South Australia. I will also inform Immigration 
SA of any further changes to my residential and/ or business details while I am the holder of a 
State Sponsored Investor (Provisional) subclass 165 visa. 

 
 
 
 

Signature           

(Principal Migration Applicant) 

 

Date        
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 
 
 
 

Part 6 : Migration Agent Declaration 
 

 

I (Full Name of Migration Agent)                

of (Company)   

of (Address)             

                  
do solemnly and sincerely declare: 
 

·  That in connection with the application lodged on behalf of my client                                     
           for State Government Sponsorship dated               , all information provided to 
the best of my knowledge is true and correct 

 
·  That my client is aware that the Sponsorship from the South Australian Government is not 

transferable to other States or Territories in Australia.  
 
·  That I understand it is a requirement for my client to contact Immigration SA in writing or in 

person within two months after my client has formally settled in South Australia at a temporary or 
permanent residence on the sponsored visa. 

 
·  That my client has oversighted all documentation submitted to Immigration SA and I have 

explained to my client their obligations as stated in the signed Applicant Declaration. 
 
 

Signature           

(Migration Agent) 

 

Date        
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APPLICATION : 

 
State/ Territory Sponsored 

Business Skills Visa Subclass 165 
 
 
 

 
Form 

 
165 

  
 

 
 

After completing the checklist please attach to the front of your application 
 

Document Please tick to confirm 

Applicant Declaration signed by the Principal Migration Applicant   

Migration Agent Declaration signed by the Migration Agent (if applicable)   

State Sponsorship Application   

Statement outlining your business skills and experience (Q.34)  

Evidence of Assets and Liabilities  

DIAC Form 949 “State Sponsorship/ Business Skills Class” 
http://www.immi.gov.au/allforms/pdf/949.pdf   

Copy of passport photo page  

 
Return by email or mail to:   Immigration SA 

GPO Box 1264 
ADELAIDE SA 5001 
Telephone: +61 8 8204 9250 
Email: immigration.sa@saugov.sa.gov.au  

 
Note:  Applicants need to reapply to the Government of South Australia if they wish to be sponsored at the 
residence stage of migration.  A residence sponsorship application will be considered, at the time of lodgement, on 
its individual merits, including the requirement to have lived and conducted business in South Australia. 
 


